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crowded with an interested audience. Three hundred
Officers and Soldiers took their place in the imposing
march to the hall.
" On the day after their arrival, 150 Officers were met
in council, and in the evening the finest barracks we have
in Ceylon was opened: a good, solid, lofty, airy building,
seating about 800 people, situated on the main road on
Slave Island. It is seated throughout, has a good platform,
and is well lighted. It was crowded to excess when, after
a long march, the Commissioner and party took possession
of it.
" Not less gratifying was the way in which the spacious
Audience Hall of the Kandy kings was filled to listen to
an address from Commissioner Rahiman, who, though
weak and suffering, could not keep away from the front
in this glorious season. On the way back from Kandy
a great gathering of village troops assembled in a railway
shed, and a blessed evidence it was of the extent to which
we are striking our roots down into the village life of Ceylon.
" Next to this, an immense demonstration was held at
Moratuwa, where Colonel Ruhani laid the foundation-
stone of a good substantial barracks for Moratuwa I, and
after a brilliant torch-light procession, a packed, en-
thusiastic, boiling-over meeting and watch-night service
was held at Moratuwamulla.
" In Madras the Commissioner and party scored another
point of advance by occupying the largest and finest
public building (the Victoria Hall) for the first time, where
a large crowd of old and new friends gave them a proper
reception. This meeting was preceded by a large open-air
gathering on the Maician (Esplanade), and an imposing
march led by the Memorial Brass Band and comprising
a war chariot, mounted marshals, and about 120 Officers,
besides Soldiers, and a vast crowd of interested followers
and onlookers. The spacious platform was crowded with
red jackets, including quite a number of cadets.
" In Poona, the Lore Harris Theatre was crowded. But
surely the crowning time was the brilliant and crowded
assemblage which met in Bombay at the Framji Cowasji
Institute to consider the Commissioner's proposals for
* Darkest India/ when the chair was taken by the Hon.